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Meanwhile, the Papal throne had been
occupied by a fiery Spaniard, Calixtus III.-
(1455-1458); a man of letters, Pius II.
(1458-1464); a Venetian dilettante, Paul IL
(1464-1471); and a Franciscan friar of Genoa,
Sixtus IV. (1471-1484), all of whom professed
that the Crusade against Islam was their
^dearest concern. Europe would not be
convinced. The Spaniard, whose name was
Borgia, sent funds and preachers to Hunyadi,
sent him the legate Carvajal, the astonishing
friar, John Capistrano; and thus enabled
the Magyar hero to relieve Belgrade (July,
1456), though he died of the plague a month
later. The Turks lost fifty thousand men;
but they annexed Servia, Bosnia, Herzegovina.
Pius II., who had been JSneas Sylvius,
journalist, adventurer, statesman, cardinal,
and Pope, interesting as a modern figure and
forerunner of Erasmus, displayed the rare
quality of a genius that grew with circum-
stances. He was enthusiastic for the Holy
War; but his early escapades, the frequent
diversion of crusading taxes to purposes
neither good nor lawful, and the criminal
adherence of Venice to Mohammed's policy,
defeated Pius, who showed in his travels
to Mantua and his death-journey to Ancona